2001: A SPACE 
ODYSSEY 


MAY 


BEGIN A NEW JOURN 


[4 JOIN AN AWESOME 
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THE PRIZE-— 


THE PENALT Y¥-- 
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DESTINATION. WHEREVER THE ALIEN 
MONOLITH WILL TAKE HIM! 


"THE ULTIMATE TRIPLE" 


Oe i Bom. i 
a 
He SEEMS TO Neg meee” AND-- HE'S 5 
BE MAKING Sym SOT THE WEAPONS ji 
SEMANOS OF Meg “TO BACK THEM 

HE/S COMING Ca SOME SORT!-- aq 
IN LOUP AND THAT'S FOR Te 
CLEARS BUT / 


WE HAVE WO 
FACILITIES ON J 
BOARD. TO 
INTERPRET 
WHAT HE/S 
SAYING! 


Be 
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KEEP TAPING HIS VOICE/ 
PERHAPS WE CAN 
PECOPE HIS WORDS AND 
FIND OUT EXACTLY 

WHAT HE WANTS/ 


HE'S STOPPED 
TRANSMITTING/ 
WE AAVE HIS 
ULTIMATUM 
»-OR WHATEVER 
IT WAS/ 


— WHY WORK UPA SWEAT, 
FELLAS 7? THE HOME TEAM 
ALWAYS COMES OUT, ON ; - 
TOP/--YOU. KNOW THAT,,. 


WERE IN A LIFE AND 
QEATH SITUATION, NORTON! 
| WHAT WE NEED THE £64S7° 
IS YOUR COMIC BOOK 
MENTALITY / , 


YOUVE SEEN THAT 

ALIEN SPACE CRAFT/ 
1 SUPPOSE IT 

FASCINATES } 
YOU?! 


MISTER “WARMTH” 
1S SIGNING IN 
AGAIN =-HES 
LOUPER AND 
ANGRIERS 


HE WANTS 
TWE 


I/LL RUN THE. TAPES THROUGH 
THE COMPUTER , IF WE GET 
THE A/GAH/7 ANSWERS, WE MAY 
m, BE ABLE: TO DEAL WITH 
Sa THESE AL/ENS BEFORE THEY 
OPEN FIRE AGAIN? 


IT WON'T BE 
Rp 4 WARNING SHOT 
NEXT TIMB/ == 
YOU CAN BE7 


WIREE ERRTHMEN - FAR FROM WOME ANC VULNER- 
ABLE TO ATTACK; HAVE STUMBLEC UPON THE 
UNEXPECTED: 4 CONFRONTATION. WITH HOSTILE 
BEINGS OF SUPERIOR MIGHT... 


ISN’T THAT SHIP 
SOMETHING 
ELSE //?--B/6/ 
FAST! 
POWERFUL -/ 


THAT DREAM MAY 
, ENO SHORTLY, 
1F WE DON’T FIND 
A WAY TO 
COMMUNICATE 
WITH THOSE 
CHARACTERS/ 


WHAT LA? 


WE DIP PICK LP A 
CAPSLILE WITH AN 

ALIEN FEMALE IN 

IT, DION’T WES? 


NORTON / I REALIZE 
THAT THIS 1S AAMC 
TIME - — BUT 
YOUVE 
COMPLETELY 


WELL. Si 
LOST YOUR aap fed 


THE ONE 


\ 
WHAT’S “a 
THIS TALK 
ABOUT A 
PRINCESS 7 


Vy IN. 


OF COURSE SHE 15/ 


400K AT THE SIZE 
200K AT HER! SHE KNOWS 


OF THE ENEMY! 

iY WHO THOSE SPACE RATS ARE/ ‘ 

N SHE KNOWS WAY WE/VE . SHE’S USEP OUR 
A TAKEN A PASTING/ sy 


SHIP FOR COVER, 
: =-AND NOW HER 
WONSENSE! ‘ COVER IS BLOWN.’ 
SHE/S FRIGHTENED! f= 
--LIKE THE REST 


SOMEHOW THEY 
KNOW SHE'S 


SIMPLE TO 
UNPERSTAND/ 
THEY’VE GOT 

"GIRL 
QOETECTORS! 


SEAGER 


2 ane dy 


SE 


LVE GOT IT! 
OR IT'S THE GIRL/S 
CAPSULES THEY'VE 
r NO TIME TO GOT A FIX ON HER 
Sale tela cals CAPSULE! THATS 
TRY TO REACH THE HOW THEY. KNOW. 
SPACE-SU/TS! SHE/S ON BOARP/ 


CONTINUED AFTER NEXT PAGE 


BUT THBERE’S NO TELLING 
WHAT THE WEX7 BLAST 


Hi, PRINCESS / 
LOOKS LIKE THE 
WOLVES ARE 
SNAPPING AT 
OUR HEELS/ 


WE GOTTA DO BETTERW 
THAT/ THERES A Way TO 
b SAVE THIS SHIP ~~ 
AND GivE THOSE # 
CRUMBS A RUN 
FOR THEIR 4 


THEY MAVEN‘? 
HIT THE AIRLOCK 
SECTION... THE 
PRINCESS 15 
STL 
UNHARMED/ 


THAT’/S RIGHT... I SAID 
OUR HEELS! Y/SEE, THE 
WAY I FEEL ABOLIT IT, 
YOUR ENEMIES ARE MY 
ENEMIES / 


TRUST ME, WE/LL 
BEAT THEM-- 


OR A TERRIEVING INTERVAL , THE $: 
1S POUNCED , UNTIL CESTRUCTION SEE 
CERTAINTY. THEN, 1, MURACULOUSLY.. 
‘ T-THEY/VE 

STOPPED FIRING! 


“ | =*A°AND WE/RE 
S7/LL BREATHING! 


Bs 
SOMEHOW, WE/VE 


ESCAPED WITHOUT 
SERIOUS DAMAGE 


f CALLS FoR 


Me Soar 


A siAkcn FOR HARVEY 
NORTON PROVES ERUIT- 
LESS. WHEN #/S FELLOW 
ASTRONAUTS REACH 

THE AIRLOCK 
SECTION; THEY FINE 

1T EMPTY: s+ 


NORTON -- 
THE ALIEN 
FEMALE -- 
ANC HER 4 
SPACE CAPSULE-- 
THEY'RE NO 
LONGER ABOARD. 
TANS CRAFTS 


=-/7S LOG/C, SIMPLE, (T 
MIS UP HARVEY NORTON ..,ANO THE LARGE 
CREAMS IN LITTLE ME; 


“WHAT IM DOING WiLL 


TAKE THE HEAT OFF YOU FELLAS, i 


ANO GIVE THE PRINCESS 
—y A FIGHTING CHANCE... 
GOODBYE,.,GOOP LUCK... 
HARVEY... % 


“Y/KNOW, I-I/VE 

SUDDENLY GOT.AN 

fERIE FEELING 

THAT NORTON 

a? KNOWS THE 
ANSWER/ WEVVE 

GOT 70 FIND 
NORTON! 


WAIT, LOOK OUT 


THERE! THE AL/IEN 
SHIP 1S GONE-/ 


YOU WEEON'T SPELL IT OUT... 
NORTON’S LAUNCHED OFF 
INTO SPACE WITH THAT -- 


THE FOOL EVEN LEFT 
A NOTE! -- AS IF HE 
HAD TO EXPLAIN HIS 
SPECIAL MADNESS 


I-iT/S UNBEL/EVABLE/ - 
2 NCREDIBLE... fe 


eat 


I-I WONDER WHAT \ Me 
HAPPENED TO : 
HIM OU? THERES? 


WE/LL PROBABLY p 
NEVER KNOW... 
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\ ~ 


WEIS IN AN. ALIEN. 
TOWARE Th 


THIS 1S 
MORE'N JUST 
A SPACE CAPSULE, 
PRINCESS... IT’S 
A TIN COMETS 


BUT THAT BIG 
CANOE |S JUST AS 


‘oe FAST C-CAN WE 
BEM OUTRUN IT? 


ne 


I DON/T SUPPOSE YOU LINPERSTANP 

A WORE I'M SAYING 2 I-I FEEL 

MIGHTY STRANGE -- RATTLING OW 
THIS WAY == BLIT ~~ 


WELL... THATS MOT. 
IMPORTANT, RIGHT NOW/ 
WE MAY BE BLASTED INTO 
POWDER IN\ THE WEX7- 

TEN SECONDS... 


WHAT COUNTS JS OUR 
BEING TOGETHER -- 
TRUSTING. EACH OTHER-~ 
A DUDE AND A CHICK 
FROM GIEFERENT WORLDS 


«+I AM THE PARTY WITH ALL 
THE UNANSWERED 
QUESTIONS ... LIKE, 
WHAT'S YOUR NAME? 

WHERE ee ou 4We? 


THEY'VE SET 
FIRE TO THE 
UNNERSE!! 
400K QUT7/ 
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YOU/RE NOT EVEN 
TRYING TO CHANGE 
DIRECTION,’ -=¥-YOU‘/RE 
HEADING STRAIGHT 
FOR THAT INFERNO! 


THE VEHICLE WHICH HARVEK MISTAKENLY 
CALLS 4 CRESULE EIS IM REALITY AUCH. 
| MORE THAN THAT! IT LEAPS THE 
‘INEERNO! (T LERPS THE SOLAR 
L, SYSTEM --ANG THE ee 
ee 


AN 
AN 


NORTON'S SENSES DESERT H/i1/ HES ALMOST 
LINWINGED BY THE TRAUMA OF 4BIECT D/S- 
ORIENTATION | THe UNIVERSE HE KNOWS=-/S 


WORPS FAIL 
MB, PRINCESS / 
YOU/VE GOT CARDS LIP 
YOUR SLEEVE WHICH 
TRUMP ANY 2°VE 
EVER PLAYED/ 


GALAXY -HOPPING 
1§ SOMETHING TO 
WRITE HOME ABOLIT/ 
“ONLY I/VE LEFT 
HOME FAR 
BEHIND ME / 


MaRvey WAS ABANCONED MORE THAN THAT: ee On THE SIGHTS IN THIS 
MS DESTINY 1S NOW IN THE HANDS “mae 
Wee OF 4 STRANGER =-WHO 


NECK OF THE WOOPS ARE 
fares Ng 


EVERY MAN IN THE 
SPACE PROGRAM 
WOUL? GIVE HIS 
RIGHT ARM FOR 
THE CHANCE TO _ 
SEE THIS! 


BAP NEWS; PRINCESS! 
THE GANG‘S CAUGHT UP 
WITH US/ WHAT 


YOUVE MADE A 
BAO MOVE, 
PRINCESS / 


THEY/LL 
TRAP US you 2 - 
PON’T YOU WE HAVEN/T ‘ 
SEE0? A PRAYER OF 
HOLPING THEM 
OFF IN THAT=- 
FORT --¥ 


WE’ WEVER HAVE LIVED 
THROUGH THAT: LANDING 
WITHOUT THE PROTECTION 
OF OUR SPACE-SUITS! 


we/vE 
BEEN M/T, 
PRINCESS / 


YOU'LL BE OKAY, ¥ W-WHAT/RE YOU 
PRINCESS/--AS SOON 4 POINTING AT? 


A : TURN OUT TO BE 
AS YOU GET YOUR ee SEE 
TH 


THAT LANOING! 
WIN? BACK/ 


WE HOSTILE CRAET RELEASES AN 
ARMEOP CETACHMENT TO CUT 


THIS IS 
1%, 
PRINCESS/ 
WE/VE RUN 
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WHA? THANKS FOR 
THE ASSIST / --2 
NEECED THAT! , 

oe TAKE IT, YOU 

g g ARROGANT 

APES! 


TH-THIS LITTLE 
WEAPON PACKS THE 
KNOCKOUT GLOW 
OF A HOWITZER! 
I CAN GET THE 
LOT OF THEM/ 


THE GUBL. /§ SHORT AND SAVAGE. WHEN IT ENCS, 
THE ROAC AHEAD LIES CLEARED FOR THE 
FUGITIVES 00 § ; 


W-WE/VE S7/L4 GOT 
CHANCE, PRINCESS 
I/‘LL HAVE TO CARY 
YOU TO THE FORT== 


RELAX, PRINCESS, 

IT’S ONLY A MATTER 
OF YARPS NOW:-IF THE 
ENEMY POESN‘T HIT US 
WITH HEAVY STUFF, WE'VE 

GOT IT MABE! 


OF SOME KINO OF FLAW TO 
PISCOURAGE ANY FURTHER 


ATTACKS / 


THERE ARE MANY SUCH STATIONS IN THE SUR= 

ROLUNCING GALAXIES. THEY ARE BU/LT TO RELAY | 

ONE'S ATOMIC PARTICLES TO SPECIFIC CEST/~ 

NATIONS. (7/5 A MOBE OF TRAPEL AVAILABLE 
7O ALL SPACE TRAVELLERS... 


SHE’S MOTIONING TO 
ME/ I/M TO JOIN HER 
m ON THAT PLATFORM-- 


I-l WONPER 
WHAT ITS FUNCTION 
1S? PERHAPS IT 
GENERATES A 
PROTECTIVE 
FORCE FIELD/ 


HARVEY NORTON GRASPS THE MEANING OF 
THIS PHENOMENON, THE DOORWAY 70 ESCAPE 


18 OPEN --ANP WAITING FOR H/M TO PASS 
THROUGH 445 


DON’T LEAVE 
WITHOUT ME, 
PRINCESS / 
J-IM ON 


PA = 


= 


Sense SKIES PEEPEN WITH THE APPROACH OF NIGHT... ANP THE MOONS OF AN AL/EN GALAXY 
RISE TO CAST THEIR EERIE GLOW IN THE TOMB=LIKE SILENCE. WHAT 1S LEFT OF HARVEY NORTON'S 
OPYSSEY STANPS REVEALED IN THE STEAMING RUBBLE. THE MONOLITH (8S, IN ITSELF, THE FINAL 


W brs TIME TO 
Wh CeeaTe AND 


I, FOR NORTON'S 
LasT 
MOMENTS += 
FOR WEIS | 
S76 ALIVE 
Ane Must 
ENCURE THE 
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wif. 


| Mz RISES TO GAZE OUT ONCE MORE AT THE CITY 
HE LOVES. /T STANCES CLEAN ANP CLEAR 
ACGHINST THE BRIGH: TENING PAWN, IT COMMUN! - 
CATES A FEELING OF JOY ANA GRATIFICATION. 


TREN, THE CHANGE 16 COMOLETE! 
ANEW SEED HAS EMERGES 


Q@EZORE (7 PEPARTS TO FliFiLl 


WHERE THE MAN HAO BEEN... 


P08, WHAT WAS THIS WAN. BUT 
THE PREBARATION FOR A NEW 
SEEOL ANE WHAT 1S THE NEW 
SEEL BUT MANS ALMISSION 
TO A WICER UNIVERSE. ., 


TT WAS TAKEN MERE MINUTES. 
TO ACTOMPL/SH THE TASK. THE 
ENWRONMENT VON/SHES + THE 

MONOLITH WAITS PATIENTLY 

WN SPACE one 


17S PESTINY AMONG THE STARS, 


THE NEW SEED GAZES ENIGMATICALLY FROM ITS RADIANT POP. 
THERE 18 A CEEP W/SDOM IN /TS EVES--ANP THE FORMING OF 
WTAL CECISIONS. WHEN THEY ARE MARE, (T Wiel. BE GONE... 


THE ATOMIC FILM WHC 

WIDES THE HUMAN SHELL FROM 
WIEW, PACILITATES THE TRANS~ 
FORMATION TAKING PLACE ee 
BENEATH ss 6 a7 


AWAY 


\ 


MORE ABOUT THE NEW SEE! 
WHERE POES (7 GO!? WHAT. 


: CONFLICTS: A TREATISE 

Hi, fans! Welcome to the futureworld of 2001—again. 
Opittions of Jack (King) Kirby’s latest opus of an odyssey, 
namely ish #2, are as varied as ever! 

Indeed, ever since Jack came back to Mighty Marvel, an 
amazing reaction to his rampagin’ work has raged from mailbag 
to mailbag, from letters page to letters page. In twenty-five 
words or less: The man does not seem capable of provoking 
mild response. Readers are either in rapture—or enraged. 

This time is no different. Sifting through the stacks of 
studied soliloquies, however, we did note that the balance 
seems to be in favor of the King’s colossal treatment of the 
2001 theme. 

Thus, without further ado, we bring you a representative 
batch of plaudits and brickbats... 


Dear Jack, ¥ 
2001 #2 was better, than issue #1. It’was well done, and a 
visual treat; however, | find fault with the concept. 
| don’t believe readers are going to get too excited reading 
a variation of the same story every issue. 2001 would be better 
“if you would develop continuing characters and storylines. 
As it is now, | would rather that BLACK PANTHER be 
monthly than 2001. 
Mike Underwood 
6241 18th Avenue ‘North 
St. Petersburg, FL 33710 


Dear Jack, 

In the era of comics, where a new mag is blossoming each 

week, my. opinion is that 2001: A SPACE ODYSSEY beats 

» them all. | think you did a fantastic job on your latest master- 
piece. | know it took a lot of effort and hard work to produce 
this classic, and 2001 lived up to my great expectations. You 
made 2001 easy to understand, because when | saw the movie 
| really didn’t quite comprehend it. / 

Your superb’ artwork dazzled me, and | rate 2001 asa classic 
and a milestone for Marvel. | think 2001 will be around a long 
time. | give the best artist/writer, and the most active person 
in comics today, my best wishes. 

So, till | become the next candidate for the new seed, make 
mine Marvel! 

Kevin J. Novick 
! 9 Autumn Court 
Colonia, NJ 07067 


Dear Jack, 
2001: A SPACE ODYSSEY #2 was very, very good, but 
where is this comic going? 
. ' Sam Hays 
109B Chapman Hall, Adelphi University 
Garden City, NY 11530 
Dear Jack, 4 
| really liked your Treasury adaptation of 2001: A SPACE 
ODYSSEY, but please stop your regular-sized book pele 
any damage is done. 
t Jim Johnson 
4217 Haldane Street 
Pittsburgh, PA 15207 


Dear Marvel, 

2001: A SPACE ODYSSEY needs a skilled writer to make it 
work. After reading a few pages of Jack’s sophomoric captions 
and dialog, | gave up and just looked at the pictures with an 
occasional glance at the print. 

Ann Nichols 
4864 Sioux Avenue 
Sierra Vista, AZ 85635 


Hey, Bubs! 
Kirby is a genius, both mentally and artistically There's 
nothing more that | can say. 
Nick Aquila, Jr. 
P.O. Box 471 


Sebastopol, CA 95472 


Dear Jack, 

Questions, questions... 

1) Is there any long-range plan in mind, for this book? | 
enjoyed issue #2, but it was a plot re-hash of the film, and the 
next two issues seem to be another instant-evolution story. 

2). Are you planning on developing the Star-babies? They 
seem like the only consistent characters being formed. Are 
they the ultimate stars of the show? |’m interested in seeing 
where they end up, both physically and mentally. They look 


like baby versions of the Watcher! Has old pudgy got a wife 


hidden somewhere? 

3) Why is this book monthly already? Lately we've seen five 
new magazines start out as monthlies with the first issue. The 
old tradition was always to start a book as a bimonthly until 
sales warranted monthly publication, But now NOVA, 
ETERNALS, MS. MARVEL, LOGAN’S RUN, and 2001 have 
all broken the old mold, without even a past gauge of popularity 
These are all new concepts, and the house titles are all full oi 
reprints. GUARDIANS OF THE GALAXY is the only series at 
Marvel without its own title. | guess the try-out books have 
taken their place. 2 

4) This one you probably can’t answer yet. What will sales be 
like on 2001? This mag has some pretty advanced concepts for 
the average reader. | have to admit that I’m a bit pessimistic 


about its continued existence, But good luck, anyway! ASB, 


Mark Boersma ® : 


1714 Stump Roa = 
Perkasie, PA 18944 


It is our anonymous observation, fellow Marvelite Mark, that 
Jack’s focus is much closer than that to which the casual 
comics reader is perhaps acclimated (how’s that for mixed 
metaphors?), What we mean is that you have to be patient, 
and judge the ‘body of Jack's work, rather than subjecting . 
it to/ an issue-by-issue critical scrutiny, if you choose to apply 
the usual standards. The reason for this is that King Kirby seems 
to devote entire issues to what are, in essence, mere incidents— 
thus, his focus is close. He takes a multitude of issues to tell in 
detail a story that many other writers would cover in one or 
two; therefore, the structure is not so much that of a com- 
plete story, as that of a single incident. It is only when a 
dozen of his comics’ are absorbed in series at a single sitting 
that the larger story becomes clear. And that’s why we can 
only, advise you to be patient, Mark, for all will eventually be 
explained in good time. 

Meanwhile, just sit back and enjoy! 


* 


2007: 


ODYSSey 


scanned by *Wizard* 


